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been always the right of fathers to give their daughters in marriage ? nay, to bargain for them, even without their knowledge? did not Caleb promise his daughter Achsah in marriage to him that should smite Kirjathseper, not knowing who it should be, or whether the girl should like him or no ? and are there not many such instances in the Scripture ?
Sist. All this is true, brother: but I dare not think the laws of God or man give parents that authority now.
Bro. Then you allow my daughters to marry who they please, without putting any weight upon my consent one way or t'other: would you give your daughters that liberty ?
Sist. No, brother, you wrong me; but there is a great difference between your negative authority and your positive authority, in the case of a daughter, as there is a great difference between your authority in the marriage of a daughter and the marriage of a son.
Bro. I know my lady sister is a nice civilian: pray explain yourself.
Sist. I can take all your banters patiently, brother, and I will explain myself, contradict me if you. can ; I distinguish them thus : if your daughter desires to marry any person you do not like, I grant that you have power, by the law of God, to forbid her positively ; the Scripture is plain, you have power to dissolve even a vow or promise of hers to marry or not to marry at all. But if your daughter is not willing to marry one you may like, I do not think you have the same right to command, for you might then command her to marry a person she may have an abhorrence of, and an aversion to, which could not be; the very laws of matrimony forbid it; she could not repeat the office of matrimony at her marriage, viz., to love and honour